What Noel thought as he stood on the summit of the

‘NOTHING’S
CLOSER TO
HEAVEN’

by JULIE-ANN SPENCE
DEOMARA man Mocl Hantia is
back home and putting his fee
up in Dromara after reaching
the momentous heighis of
Mowmnt Everest,
1tuk hee ‘Il wever forget the incrediblbe fecl-
ing as he stood on top of the world and
thoughi: "You are sianding there on
o ot sl vouw sucldenly realise there
is mothing lving o chiz wordd that is
chsser 1o hewven than yan”

Fut b Berenk Troan the expediliey waomn 1
il |l|.| WENE
advensure - 10 thie samanid
wmigviain Elbcus i AL
| 15 amempling an aweinspiring
I record as hie adms to cliimb the
seven highest peaks of the world's seven
cantiments - Feerest, Fllsros, Acoascagii.
Kilimanjaro, Cardens: Pyramid, Denali
and Yinsom - and make his oway back
dhawn i sea lesel i the choortest possilsge
inme
He is already well o hds way 1o bis
joed, kg climbed Everest amad eyeled
back dawn o sea level a1 the Bay ol
Hengal,

He has alsg climbed Sowth America’s
highesi mountain - Aconcagua in
Argennlin.

Mool reached the swmnmit of Everest on
Moy 21, less Ulean tovw comenlis alten leay-
ing his bhome in Dromara an ohe
begainning of Apail.

"I s aeally pyvo expeditions lor me
P arol 1I;~\.r||'|. mmegd, "Foar & lan of |,||'::-|'||-|'.
prce ey reach e saiminitn they can
chilll out and celebaare, ar 1 osoll ke
thar 1 bad o cycle back dowin e sea
leval

st very g as e is al
hiis e e

1 am I|:.i|||¢ tar wed Ehe woeld gecord Toe
clambinig thie lighest peaks (0 each cone-
et and 1dwen EBCIUng 1o Seh lewvel by
lLirsan power

I decided that |:-|'-c||:l|-|' had climbed
Ewerest befone so [ thought Twouald 40y e
do something different; ii's annther
acleledd challenge

"Liace | turned #Me 1 have wanied to
canstantly challenge ny s f,

Moel had attempredd (o climb Everesi
Bt v, hovweves dioe 1o resingl haemar
rhaging, which caused hilm 1o
temporarily lose his epesighn, he lad o
abanclon his attempl.

Woeverlheless, and despine warnings
frcirn his aloctor that the same thing may
happen again, he was determined o
reach the sumanil
“ Ll B 50 WEs Very Annoying ecalse
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Back fo earth.. .Noal completes Bis descent
back o zea aved, USPE-8B65P

wie had put so much effort into i1 and
then samething happened that 1 had no
coninl pver and we had 1o tum lack.”
i Mol
e R TEE T i e ildliny Uear i1 weould liap-
e apein Bl e svas o gaimble anad 1 just
laadd 1o ks oo gl a5 rigme,

Naoel |_l'\_|,|:.|||||_'|| rhial everyeEne whea
||_n|,1|_--| 10 cliinly Everest Enows of e
dameers involved. Howeyver thss elan
gers were baowght home when mwo ol
Mool teaan aates Bosn el Hyes inoohe
allemp
“Twi ol oaig tears died - Thomas from
Germany and Tgot Russia
|l1_|||:l||!.|'|| soel, "I was very difficels, We
doa’t ksow whae h.||:-|u.'ll.|'|: tin [ hoimass.
wWe think e tonk a heant aitack becmse
e juist I.-II'Il:I]I'H.I'II and was dead within
muinunes

Irin

EXHALYTHIN

“Unforminately Heog didim make 10w e
surmarul FHe Caems 10 the camp wirh s arid
e ety b el Thoey i i wens sheer
exhanetion arnd defrydnation”

Mowel alws bl o sack resdimder of s fissg
arlberrpd 1 Ivierest con A sy 10 U surmandl.
“The dlimbser 1 was with last year died 50
metres fmom e sumunil.” he explained.
“1 recogniced his body when we pasaed
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Koal on hig seasl of Everesgl.
U326-BE4GF

him cluds year. That brings back
a lot of memaories. Thirieen
eentls age we were caling
lumeh ragether. You ko
wlven you are going up that an
least two members of Voalr
tewm willl mol corme back.”
Despite a few upserting
momenis along the way. nol
least of which whien his oxvgen
faile] amad Moel had 1w climbs
withmn axygen for an hour, he
was delighted o reach the
SLIMLITA.

=1 was very happy with my

Dromara man Mogl Hanna who
climbed Eweresl. US2E-1Z21AD
Fictwne By Aldan 0'Ralily

climib,” b sakl “becaase ihere
wiere o real problems. You
never really know i you ane
pong 1o make btoungil you
resachy e saimanin”

Soaw back in Dromara, Noel =
already starring 1o leel restless
and is planning his climb in
Hussia, and ks even considering
faofe adventures et voear,
with andather attempl al
Everesi with his wife Lynne
and possEly ever an |_'_l\.j||'.||-
tion 1o both the Nocth and
South Podes

He has had a 1o of suppan
frome becal Brusinesses, which
hawve enahled him o resch new
hedghts in climbing and he s
haping fo secune sponsarship
Fiar BLis el !|I|.'.||-:|'|.'|'I'|I|IJ-|"\-

=l have had 3 1oy of ] ]
fron loecal people and busi-
aess.” he said, "Cordons
Chemist, O'Hares Bars and
Lounges, Raw Outdanrs,
Youintain Hardwear Cli I|I|I'||:.
Burrendale Fotel and Giant
Cyeles UK e | given me
BEEAL S pp0n | 1 weoald bke
1ei Eleanik thierm for (bl

“f eauirse, Twoild also lkke to
thank oy wile Lynne for sup-
porting me along the way and |
koow sbie would love 1o [ave
teeen with me cow the susmmil
] Evenest,”




