Athletes
head off
to the
wilds of
Borneo

-h'lultrlt Fay

TWi superfit Northern
Ireland people are head-
Ing ol to the remote
foresis of Borneo next
imonth on the challenge
of a lifetime.

Dromara man Noel
Hanna (33) and Alison
Morris (24), from Saint-
field, will eyele owver
rough terrain past wild
animals and swim in
sheer blackness through
infested waters with a 20
kile rucksack on thelr
backs,

“ They will tackle jungle
trekking, caving, moun-
tain  biking, kayaking
over white water raplds
and seuba dhrlnﬁ; and
cover over 300 m ini2
days.

+ The pair are part of an
Irish  team competing
against 80 international
proups taking part in Eco
E‘?ﬂl:nwm_

{- Een Challénge is the
world's premicr expedi-
tlon race attracting the
best adventure athletes
from aroand the waorld.

| Noel and Allson are
eurrently putting them-
kelves through exhaust-
Ing paces o improve
their fiiness and stami-
s,

* The other members of
their team are Timmy
Flavin, from Co Kerry
and Ian Cummings, from
Co Louth.

“Noel, a civil servant
nand  fiiness  instructor
who will lead the group,
gald: "We are up againsi
M very sirong  teams
from all over the world,
My own team is quite In-
experienced and in 35 de-
gree heat, 85% humidity
and slnce we have bo ear-
ry all our own food and
water, my main aim is
just to finish,” he said.

- *"To prepare for the
race [ have been doing a
lot of cycling and
trekking in the
Mournes.

T expect . that, quite
some, Hme will be spent
in the jungle, although
there is litile that [ can do
to recreate those condi-
tions over here.”

| Mool was a member of
last vear's Irish. team
‘which was the first to fin-
ish - the challenge in
Patagonia, Argentina,

! This wear's competi-
ton offers a chance to
Explore one of the last
truly wild places on
earth

L The team Is belng sup-
ported by Bridgedale ont-
o0r sock manufacturer
Clarins, but the com-
petitors must raise most
of the £15,000 cost of the
trip themselves, Anyone
Interested n  lenading
thelr support can contact
Moel on 0411 2166812,




