Dromara man returns from Jorneo Eco Adventure ..ace World Championships

Noel won’t

crumble

after

his

rumble in

the j

WELVE days in the jungle

with bats, leeches and croco-

diles for company would be
more than enough for most people
but Dromara’s Noel Hanna 15
already getting ready to do it all
Again next year

Moel (33) has recently returned from the
Boo Challenge World Champsonships held
in Borneos, Malavsia in which his Ireland
team finshed 27ch out of 79 reams,

The team was made op of Meel, lain
[:IJITI.111I113'-. froen Warrenpoial, Allison Maurice
from Samntficld and Killarney man Timmy
Flaven and they all had to endure 300 miles of
some of the most mhospitable terrain in the
waorld.

=1 enjoyed it, it was a great buzz and [ love the
experience of having o really push yoursell 1o
the limit," said the cpeil servant.

It wasn't all plain sailing for the team and Moel
and the pao u[|1|!|.' men had to spend time in kos-
pital when they arrived back home afier the race,

They got off lightly compared o other com-

un

gle

tbers thoegh.

Pe"l wWis i.ﬂli: Foyal Victorm for a
week after the raoe but to be honest
[ wasn't that bad - if 1 had come
back fram an erdinary halidsy in the
same copditton 1 don't think they
wonld hive kept me in that |I.III|,|.;,II
said Mosl,

DISEASE

A team of English adventurers who returned
frum the Face are still recovering from Well's dis-
case which they contracted afber swEming in &
junghe river

1 is believed thot between 60 and 70 out of 2200
competitors from aroand the world may be suf-
fering from lepsospirosis whech & spread by rars
urine and which can cause severe damage bo lveer,
kidneys and langs.

Tests carried out at the Boval Victorm Hospaeal
have given Moel the all-clear from keptospirosis.

“Insects buried mio our feet and legs and they
think that these are what may have made us 0
sick - | have taken a course of tabdets to get rid of
them,™ said Mesel,

“The only team member who wasn't admitbed
o hospatal, Alllson Maurice, cut her foat quite

badly during the race and had to take anti-beofscs
50 maybe that saved ber from catching anything
else.™

DANGEROLE

The disciplines involved in the race included
i'.mgk tn'kklnp[.! {';ll:-:u!:ing. ri'.'n."_r 'II.EJ.I:UI:'IF:._IG".'_I.\'IJ'IE.
siilmg, mountain biking, absailing and diving,

5 LE-: misuntain biking was really tough for us
becamse we had 1o cope wath temperatares of 42
degrees, | have competed in hotter places but the
resit ool thee time found it really 1ough and became
debydraned,

=W had o ab=al down at chil at oae siEge al
3am in pitch-black dark which was potentally
\'E'r% damperous.

“Durimg the caving section we had 1o get
through a course with bat droppings IT bie car
knees, in the canceing section we colild see big
crpcodiles in the water and on the banks of the
river and we were pligued with bseches trying to

. ] 4
The Mighiy Jungle. Plciwred in Borneo during the roce are Allison Mauries, lan Cummings, Tramg Flacen
and Noel Hanna whoe made wp the lrelond NorthSouth seam. 31960

il 1 - 5.

attach themselves to wa™

Apart from the wililife the Tretand team also
had o cope with the very difficalt climate in
Borneo.

“The jungle was really slippery, every evenang
it would rain for five or 3ix hours which made the
gnin;g really tough hecause we had to carry Live
days food plus all our gear which is a bt of
weight and bulk,™

FLAMS

But despite experiences that would put mosq
of us off adventure racing for life Moel ds sl
kewdi Do COMpEte again.

“At the moment | am planning a team for nexi
year's race which may be in South Alrea - | want
e put logether a really competitive team that
will give 100 per cent and aim for a top ten fin-
ish.”



