NOEL'S DREAM COMES TRUE AS HE REACHES SUMMIT

DREOMARA man Moel Hanna is onoiop of
the warkd this week after achieving his
dream of reaching the summit of Moun:

Evemest.

This was Noel's second amempe at the
mighty feat after being forced (o give up
lastymar when he suffered retinal hacomos-
rleaging thar caused him 1o temporarily
lose ks skghv.

Howewver, be was 50 determined o reach
hig goal that he returned to the snowy
pl.‘-uf:ur Mount Everest, battled stormy
conditions and finally seood prowdly an dee
top of the world, conquening ihe highes:
PN EELE Oy earth.

He reached the 29000 feel suemmil with
five af his ceam mates on Sunday moming
ar fam Tibsetan time:

_Afer descending back 1o base camp this
week he spoke about his mountaimons
achievement.

1 am really happy that 1 have done it
said Moel. "So litle of our TR SE T
tedl, only six out of twenty. so [ am really

=1 was really determimed w do il this ime
afier having to =top just short of Hhe -
it last year.

Sl went very wisl and [ had no prablems
with my cyes this time, which was one of
iy rries,

"Th ther wasn't greatl but we just

E‘Jhﬂ" hie aclded. “Itwas very stormy
and w was blowing evervwhere

“Whion wd got o the top you conldn't see
wery muehand we couldn’t stay far kng
oveT B00 metres.,

“A Jot of the ather teams tnmed aceonsd
hecause of the woeather Bt leckily we kepo
gaing and we meade it,”

While MNoel is delighted that he reached
the summil, the celebrations were tem
pered when one of his colleaguos

lm:.rdim on fhee descent.
unntely aie of our team members

died coming down again,” cxplained Mool
VI B more dangorous coming down than

gaing up.

Noal on the
I & sumenit of
T Everresi
0 USZi-TBESP

“Last year ane of our (eam eembers died
just 50 metres from the summin, We
passed his body on the way up and you
cotald still recognise him. It brought back a
kot of memaories.

“A ot of peaple have died on the maoun-
nain and we were stepping over bodies bat
if you thoughe ton much abaat it you
waikd never go up.” :

Heaching the summit of

ON TOP OF THE WORLD

will b a lonely time for the Dromars man
‘1 any beaving [rom base camp on Friday
fin |':-'|'||"' dinwmn o sen lewe],” he Epelabned
T will e cycling on my own for thres
wieeks,

1 will have a wehiche Bllowing me but |
will be cycling alone for ten or welve
teours a day. The more | cycle each day the

snaivinr [ will bee home.”

Mount BEverast might be
enough for some peopde bt
that ig not the end of
Mooel's adveniare,
Now at hase
camp, he will
v leaving 1o
cyche dowmn to
saniy vl

Thir jourmey

will take
aroun:d thres
weaks

And

Hoel Hanna pichered with Lynae belore sel-
ling oul 1o elimb Moasl Everesl.

When Noel returns 00 Dromara in
lune he is certaln of & warm welcome.
His wife Lymne, who also attempied
o climb Bount Everest last year, said
she 12 delighted” chat Noel made it
o the summdt, =1 am over the moon,™
sakd Lymne, “and | just wizsh 1 was
with hikm,”

But huge celebmtbons are oot top of
Moel's wish list when he retums to
Marthern Ireland; he is boking for-
ward o a fow well-deserved home
combors:

“I domn 1 ko' absoiin celebrations b [
am booking forward 1o a sieak, spuds
andl a pind of Guinness® he laughed,

S




