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Noel & the Jummi

" CHALLENGE: Noel scales the sixth peak in his seven summits record bid

Dromara’s very own
Action Man

Joanne Knox

DROMARA'S very own aec-
tion man, Noel Hanna, s
back in the village alter scal-
ing the highest summit in
Croeania — Indonesia’s dount-
Ing Carstenz Pyramid.

Moel (42) i mow fast one peak
away from a weeld recond.

e feanared in ke Cheomcle e
cctly &5 he algmpto 10 make the
Tattesd ancont and deacent of the keg-
andary seven summits — the worhd's
saven hipghesl mosintaisn

The adrenaline jealhie will he
Beading 10 the |2s) oae nexy Decem-
ber:

Mpel has climbed three of the
meven peaks with B wile Lymne.
Tt pasir Buvve bean marvied {on theee
yoars and el Divagh e ipon

"I meeded somebody o po on an
adventune rece leam to New Zealand
in 2001 7 Meel commemed, 1
picked Lynne for the ieam = nnd
then picked her for & wife!”

The comple are plannieg a relurm
0 Everest ol tha end of March 10
mmise fisncds for Ulster Cancer Foun-
datin.

Many marmied couples will be
sutpetied 1o hear that the pair can
nlerale each other.on top af a
mountain’ b

“When I'm away withous Lynne
there comdd e pwn wosios jpuss by
before | can commassecalc with hes

“When we are igether, sylkang
that is said while we'ro on the ip @

foepaticn by the 1ime we get back
hame.”

Moel's endurance addiction
wtaried back s 1997 whon he wos in
the palice

He amsd a freend froem dhe Cours
Service decided 1o/@ke oo achal-
lempe nfter their Tandmark ¥ith
Hirthdays

The challenge was 3 100 mile ron
in the Himalwyas and. soon afber-
wards, Mol was searching for his
neéxt high

Moel stayed in the police for an-
ather couple of yeurs but scon pave
it tip i ander 4o nealise ks dream e
s enddurance athbete aad eapodition
comaliant

He wéded: "Inlife, | don’vwant to
let espahing pess me by I you feel
there's mednething you desperately
wank 50 do, life's 100 dhor jisi 1o et
Irgo™

Meel's Izt climb proved 1o be
hix braphest challenge vet

The 1600060 gramite face of the
Carviens Pyramid, in Wesi Paupa,
wai the wixlh peak in the advennare,

I is regarded as the mai lechnically
dificsh climb of the seven sommits - only
u few hundred climbent kave ever under-

taken expeditions hene becxmie of the re-
gion's history of political tnstabilisy and
civilsan unpead,

Noel prepares for final summit next December

IN December Moel and his moun-
talmeering partner Pat are heading to
Anjasctica

“1'm n-ﬂ;hohlnafu-urd toft =
H sy plans hedn't champed T would
Bave finished the challempe by now
which 1*m & hif disappednied ahoat.

“The last fwo suramils are the two
hardest loglstieally = getting in and
eait,

“11%s nod ike climbdng, but getling
from the summii fo = leved which is

the hardest part.

“T like to plan a Few daya to chill
ot in the countey ahor I've com-
pleted the challenge.”

Sa far, the world record attempt
Fuen ot btwnen E700MH asd £R) 003
= ot of it from Noel's own packel.

The shuth peak hawever, was spas-
sored by the Chicagn-based invest-
ment [krem and caling brokerspe
FEARS,

There is just ofe myore peak stand-

ing belworn Mool amd the recornd and,
in December 2009, Noel mnd Pat will
hesd fo Moust Visson in Amtarctica
log tbe finad lig.

(b Eucember 15, Nerl and Lymne
didn"l go-owt for the nermeal Chris-
imas siredl.

“We spest Christmas and New
Year on lop of Sleve Deanrd," Noel
sxitl. “Pat was over for the New Year
wnid b came up the mountain witk as
for I.7

- w
Pt fin grey jockee} ond Noel in compr with perten.

Banbridge Chronicle

Meel an s woy to the Jummit

The bocal man made the climb wath hia
good friend, Pat Singh., who is in his 305

They spent three and a half weeks trav-
elling through the bush where ma ane
spoke English.

They ate the kocal cuinine — 3 foren of
wret potabd and bemanis — and sucked oa
wgar cane

Noel commeniod: “I0 was very goond

Wi isk 10 tc: Lo Bast (hiem the handiest
part was poiling down (o sea level

“Trying i get the Tocal people to un-
deritamd Enghish wai realty soagh too.

It was very hand gettang tham to andee-
azand what it ws yoo wanied,

They hsd aerepdanes and cooldn un-
derssnd why we wanied i walk!”



